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September  6,  1983 

Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Plevna  Landfill 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Fallon  County  Courthouse,  Baker,  MT 
Richard  Menger,  County  Sanitarian,  Box  667,  Baker,  MT 
Ralph  Higgins,  Mayor,  Town  of  Plevna,  P.0.  Box  27,  Plevna,  MT 
Kevin  Fenner,  Fallon  County  Planning  Board,  P.0.  Box  1183,  Baker,  MT 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  State  Capitol  Bldg.,  Rm.  432,  Helena,  MT 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Helena,  MT 
^H^xold  Chamber,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena,  MT 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604, 
the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  proposed 
l Plevna  sanitary  landfill. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Sincerely, 

yci  rrtcis  - 

<r  f f) 

JAMES  E.  LEITER 
Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


JEL :vc 
Ends . 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di vi si  On/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Proposed  Landfill  to  serve  Plevna,  Montana 

Description  Of  Project  The  Town  of  Plevna  has  submitted  an  application  for  a solid 

waste  management  system  license  for  a new  landfill  site  located  in  the  NW-$  of 

Section  17,  Township  8N,  Range  58E,  which  is  located  2.6  miles  north  of  Plenva. 

The  landfill  will  replace  the  old  town  dump  site.  At  the  current  time,  the 

town  has  also  applied  for  a variance  to  allow  once  per  month  soil  cover  of 

solid  waste  materials  at  the  site.  Complete  copies  of  the  application  may 

be  examined  at  this  office  or  are  available  upon  written  request. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

il.  ...  ..  Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 

1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  ai r & energy 

9.  Historical:  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

1.  Social  structures  and 
mores  • 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & corrcner- 
cial  activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Fallon  County  Sanitarian 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 
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Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  Nnf-  nprps.ary 


PER  Prepared  by: 


Date: 


Sppl-pmhpr  fi,  1Q3T 
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JAMES' E.  LETTER 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


#1)  Terrestrial  and  aquatic  life  and  habitats 

The  proposed  landfill  will  disturb  approximately  five  acres  of  range- 
land  which  should  present  a minor  impact  on  small  terrestrial  animals  and 
insect  populations  during  the  active  life  of  the  landfill.  There  should  be 
little  impact  on  other  kinds  of  range  wildlife. 

#3)  Geology  and  soil  quality,  stability  and  moisture 

Landfilling  of  solid  waste  materials  displaces  native  soils.  Due  to 
the  decomposition  of  the  waste  materials,  some  settling  of  the  finished 
areas  can  be  expected  for  some  years  after  site  closure. 

#4)  Vegetation  cover,  quantity,  quality 

The  active  landfilling  process  temporarily  removes  vegetation  from  the 
five  acre  area.  With  proper  grading  and  seeding,  the  area  can  be  returned 
to  relatively  native  plan  species.  left  unseeded  or  improperly  finished, 
the  vegetative  cover  will  generally  be  of  low  quality  and  quantity. 

#5)  Aesthetics 

If  the  site  is  operated  in  compliance  with  applicable  solid  waste 
rules,  the  site  should  not  affect  area  aesthetics.  Should  the  variance  be 
granted  which  would  allow  monthly  cover,  garbage  odors,  fires,  insects, 
rodents,  or  skunks  might  be  a problem  at  the  site.  In  lieu  of  cover  each 
day  the  site  is  open,  the  variance  would  of  necessity,  include  provisions 
for  eliminating  such  physical  insurance  from  the  site.  Alternate  control 
methods  for  flies,  rodents,  skunks,  dires,  etc.  are  often  less  successful 
and  at  least  a minor  impact  on  aesthetics  could  be  expected. 

#6)  Air  Quality  (See  #5) 

Indiscriminate  fires  in  the  uncovered  solid  waste  could  present  a 
minor  impact  on  air  quality  should  the  variance  be  granted. 

#8)  Demands  on  environmental  resources  of  land,  water,  air  and  energy 

Replacement  of  the  old  dump  site  with  a sanitary  landfill  operation 
will  cause  some  additional  use  of  energy  in  the  form  of  fuel  consumed  in 
equipment  operation. 

POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 
#5)  Human  health  (See  #5  above) 

Due  to  increased  exposure  to  health  and  safety  hazards,  the  site,  if 
covered  only  monthly,  might  present  somewhat  of  an  increased  hazard  to 
health.  Proper  operations  with  daily  cover  practiced  should  cause  little 
or  no  increase  in  health  or  safety  hazards. 

#12)  Demands  for  energy  (See  #8  above) 

#14)  Transportation  networks  and  traffic  flows  The  new  location  will 
alter  traffic  flows  on  these  days  when  the  site  is  open.  Any  affect  should 
be  minor. 
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